
	

	

 

SERMON STUDY GUIDE 
Chris Payne 
Weekend of June 14, 2020 
Now More Than Ever: People Are Our Passion 
 
INTRODUCTION 

• What is one thing about the human race that you are thankful for? 
• What is the kindest thing a person has ever done for you? 
• A phrase that is expressed a lot these days is, “you are my person.” Isn’t it 

incredible to think that we are each Jesus’ person? His passion for people and 
his amazing love for each of us so personal. Let’s begin by praising him for his 
love and sacrifice for us. Here are some verses for you to meditate upon as 
you pray. 

 
My beloved friends, let us continue to love each other since love 

comes from God. Everyone who loves is born of God and experiences 
a relationship with God. The person who refuses to love doesn’t know 
the first thing about God, because God	is	love—so you can’t know him 
if you don’t love. This is how God showed his love for us: God sent his 

only Son into the world so we might live through him. This is the kind of 
love we are talking about—not that we once upon a time loved God, 
but that he loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to clear away our 

sins and the damage they’ve done to our relationship with God. 

My dear, dear friends, if God loved us like this, we certainly ought to 
love each other. No one has seen God, ever. But if we love one 

another, God dwells deeply within us, and his love becomes complete 
in us—perfect love!  

1 John 4:7-12 (The Message) 

 
INTO THE BIBLE 
Read John 12:27-36 

• Describe what is communicated between Jesus and his Father. 
• What do you observe about the interaction between Jesus and the people 

standing by? 



	

	

• Jesus states that his soul is troubled. What are some of the reasons why 
Jesus’ soul might be troubled? 

• What might be the meaning of the word “purpose” in verse 27? 
• List all the things that you learn about “light” in verses 35-36? 
• What might be the relationship between the light and being “lifted up?” 
• What are some of the connections between the words purpose, lifted up, and 

light? How might this be meaningful for us today in our current generation? 
• In what ways did Jesus demonstrate that People are his Passion? 

 
Chris quoted a statement by A.W. Tozer, “What first comes into your mind when we 
think about God is the most important thing about us.” 

• What is the first thought that comes in to your mind when you think about God 
right now? 

Chris also said “Now more than ever, we need to bridge our beliefs about God into 
our behaviors toward people. 

• Fill in these blanks: I believe that God is ________ therefore I can behave 
_________ toward others. 

• In what ways can the truth that Jesus is our King impact our Passion toward 
the people around us? 
 

APPLICATION 
Chris stated that “I cannot give to others what I do not have myself.” 

• Jesus has extended his love and mercy to us. We are his passion. If people are 
going to be our passion, what needs to be prioritized or adjusted in your heart 
and mind in order to create space for that passion? 

 
Take a moment to pray and ask the Lord to give you wisdom and insight.   

• Where might there be a blockage toward loving and serving others? 
• Ask the Lord to reveal a person that you can move toward in Godly love. 
• Is there any sin that needs to be confessed regarding how you treat those 

around you? What is blocking your light and passion for all people in your 
community, city, and world? 

Ephesians 2:4–10 
But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he 
loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive 

together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—and raised us up 



	

	

with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 
so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of 
his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have 

been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 
God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are his 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. (ESV) 


